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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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 Easter is inconceivable.  If there would have been an inkling of a 

suspicion of the Event of early Sunday morning, the disciples would have 

been there with a brass band, a Herodian SWAT team would have set up 

snipers, and Pilate would have deployed a century of hand picked troops 

bristling with blades.  The best informed players with the best intelligence 

networks in this drama anticipated absolutely nothing except business as 

usual……Surprise! 
   

 After all, we are very familiar with how this world works.  We have 

mapped and charted it extensively.  There’s good stuff and there’s bad stuff.  

Embrace the good and avoid the bad and then there is that big finality that 

on our best day we are fairly ambiguous about.   
 

 Our comfort zone is basically our reality tunnel which is a tiny navi-

gable matrix that we assume addresses the better part of the reality in which 

we act. But the infinitesimally narrow spectrum of which we are aware is 

rarely cognizant of even the vastness and joy of the Kingdom of God, much 

less the possibility of an Easter Surprise.   My best guess is that the recep-

tors necessary to fully know the Kingdom of God and Celebrate the Feast 

that has no end are growing now in life’s experiences but don’t really kick 

in full tilt boogie until after bodily death.  After all we speak of the peace 

that passes understanding.  
 

 Who knows? Maybe a caterpillar can’t even ‘see’ butterflies. It is 

programmed genetically to dodge any over-flying shadow which because of 

the process of natural selection is likely to be a predator.   … /// ..

BERGY’S BABBLE:   “SURPRISE......” 
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  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Surprise ……” 

… /// ... 

The shadow could be a gliding sister butterfly that matured earlier but to 

your average caterpillar it is death personified. Otherwise the worm just 

plods on through the same physical reality that we do. Discovering itself 

here, it notices both plenty and scarcity.  While striving for plenty, it notices 

that stuff runs out and we run down.  Understanding that one day all the 

leaves will be eaten and hunger will set in, and feeling the grinding entropy 

of 24 arthritic knees, mentally exhausted from the vigilance of anticipating 

predation, there is only one thing left. Run away.  Have a burial plan.  Build 

the cocoon, crawl in, and give it up …… and then …… Surprise! 
 

 Easter is amazing! We celebrate a surprise that we know nothing 

about precisely because it’s a surprise.  For now, our best guess about Easter 

is Good Friday.  Good Friday sits at the pinnacle of the formula that the 

world runs out, runs down, and we run away. That’s okay.  It is purposive.  

Each of us has our own way of getting there, but in the final analysis it is 

still the burial plan writ large.  And then…..Surprise! 
 

 What else can one say?  I’m not going to feed you a line of 

schmooze about harps and wings and a J.S. Bach and Jimi Hendrix Reunion 

Concert.  I couldn’t with a straight face, brag on bevies of bathing beauties 

or Jacuzzis or Key Lime Pie.  One could wax eloquent about flying Harleys, 

teleportation, and transmigration of consciousness into other forms.  While 

attempting to describe the indescribable everyone promotes their favorite 

anticipated ecstasies that transcend the formula, “Run out, run down, run 

away.” 
 

 It is enough to affirm that everything in life has purpose. Events, 

however we define them, lead to a future in God.  What is coming is better 

than you could ever imagine or possibly anticipate.  You will be surprised! 
 

 Check out Revelation 21:1-4.  God will be with you. He has a 7777 

thread count hanky wiping your eyes and holding your pain and grief. Quit 

looking over your shoulder. Death’s dead!  It’s a new (not reconstituted, but 

re-created) earth and heaven.  Trust the process.  Trust God. 
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 Everything by which we reach self-definition and individuation and 

awareness and response were helpful once perhaps, but have now gone 

away.  Run down, run out, and run away are unnecessary.  Here’s the new 

formula/paradigm: 
 

 DEATH’S DEAD, LIFE’S ETERNAL, GRACE ABOUNDS!!! 
 

And He who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things 

new.”………………………….  Surprise! 

 

 See you in worship   …………   Bergy 

 … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Surprise ……” 

 From PASTOR JIM BERGGREN 
 

 

Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, April 6, 2016, 

at 12:00 noon in the FLCA (Annex) 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will be dining out at Collina's Italian Café on April 16. 

We will meet at the Cafe at 5:00 p.m. to enjoy some good food and wonder-

ful fellowship.  
 

Please contact hostesses Lucy Candler (713-460-2023) or Pat Curran (832) 

814-6574 by Thursday, April 14, to reserve your place.  Hope to see you 

there. 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB  —  SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 August 12  — Precinct 4 Opry in Humble —price to be announced. 
 

 October 22  — Octoberfest at First Lutheran Church in Galveston. 
 

Thank you,  Nancy Beamesderfer 
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MINUTES FOR  

HOLY CROSS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 

Council met Sunday, February 14, 2016, at 11:00 a.m.  Those present 

were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Ann Larson, Warren Schick, Nancy 

Beamesderfer, Wayne Schaper, Wendy Lambeth, Gordon Tinker, Jay 

Byerly and Sandra Williams. 
   

Pastor Jhon Arroyave, AIM Karen Davidson, Rosie Haas and Ernesto Lopez 

did not attend. 
 

President Ann Larson called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. Pastor   

Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer for guidance and direction of 

Holy Cross and this Council meeting. 
 

The minutes from the January Council meetings were unanimously          

approved and were submitted to CrossTies and the Website for publication. 
 

The Treasurer Report was presented by Wayne Schaper.  Currently we are 

meeting our congregational approved budget but have taken in $1600.00 less 

than at the same time as last year.  He expressed concern about the low level 

of offering receipts.  He advised the Endowment Committee has $685.88 to 

distribute this year.  He advised the payment for the canopy replacement had 

been received.  His report was unanimously approved. 
 

PASTORS’ REPORTS 
 

Pastor Berggren expressed his thanks for the vacation time and that he and 

Candy made new friends and had time to relax and refresh.  He was very 

grateful for the work AIM Karen Davidson and Betty Raschke did in presid-

ing over the services and appreciative of the music provided by Mark 

Wegner, Joe Lambeth and Brian Kyle.  He reported that the Belmont       

Village assisted living worship services were continuing and he imposed 

ashes on over 40 of the residents and staff in the service and by going room 

to room!  He also imposed ashes at the Methodist hospital.  He presided 

over the Clyde Shelley funeral.  He has taken photographs of the members 

on the slate for Council positions. 
… /// ... 
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… /// ... 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Ann Larson reported that Lenten luncheon schedule:  Music Ministry provided 

lunch on Feb. 17, Council on Feb. 24, Ruth Circle on March 2, Deborah Circle 

on March 9 and the Men’s Breakfast Group on March 16.  The Nominating 

Committee has met and has nominees for Council positions:  Secretary – Julie 

Kilkenny, Council – Bettie Baring, Betty Raschke, Fredda Yurk, Dave       

Garwick;  Nominating Committee: Ruby Schaper, Penny Schick, Marilyn 

Flick and Kay Vaccaro;  Endowment Committee – Mark Kilkenny and Pat 

Boessling. 
 

Ann Larson will once again be in charge of the Maundy Thursday dinner and 

Pastor Berggren will place a sign up poster in the Atrium for congregational 

participation. 
 

The Congregational meeting will be on Sunday March 6, and a majority of the 

committee reports have been received and reviewed by Ann Larson. 
   

A discussion was held on altar flowers.  It was decided to talk to Barbara 

Sledge for her input on handling the altar flowers.  This will be brought up at 

the Congregational Meeting in March. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

A discussion was held on the use of attendance pads which was tabled until the 

new Council meets in March. 
   

A discussion was held on the Open Carry Law and its impact on churches.  

Warren Schick attended a meeting on Open Carry and advised that the law  

expressly forbids concealed or open carry in a church.  It is a class “A” misde-

meanor but to prosecute, there must be a proscribed sign advising that this is 

NOT open carry and that to do so can be punished by one year in jail and a 

$1,000.00 fine.  Wayne Schaper advised that the schools do not have signs.  

Further discussion was tabled until such time as this becomes an issue, if it 

ever does. 

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — February 14, 2016 
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Warren Schick had a question on associate membership at HCLC.  An asso-

ciate member cannot hold office or vote or be a member of Council.  It is 

suggested that should someone want an associate membership with one 

church and to run for Council at another church, that they become a full 

member at the church they want to hold office and as associate member at 

the church they do not want to hold office. 
 

Warren Schick discussed the ELC phone problems that were ongoing for 30 

days.  AT&T found that wires were damaged and suggested a contractor to 

rewire the phone lines.  ELC may try to go through Comcast as there contin-

ues to be static on the lines.  Estimated cost to repair the lines is $5,000.00. 
 

Wendy Lambeth advised that the ELC is hiring two (2) new teachers for 

next year to replace two (2) that are leaving. 
 

Council approved that there would be no Adult Forum on Sundays when 

Council meets and that Council meetings will start at 11:00 a.m.  This will 

begin on the next Council meeting, March 13. 
 

March 13, will be the next Council meeting and will include the newly 

elected members as well as the retiring members. 
 

The next Council meeting will be on Sunday, March 13, 2016, at 11:00 a.m. 
 

ADJOURN: 
 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was concluded with the Lord’s       

Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandra Williams 

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — February 14, 2016 
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INSTALLATION OF CHURCH  

COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

April 3, 2016, dur ing the 9:30 a.m. service. 
 

Rev. Jim Berggren 

Next  

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

APRIL 17, 2016 
 

11:30 a.m. — FLCA 
 

Ann Larson 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

Lenten Project Update. We have forty (40) quilts for Lutheran World                 

Relief!  Thanks to everyone who donated fabric and funds, assembled the 

quilts, stitched and tied the layers together and machine-sewed the quilt  

borders. You are AWESOME!  It was wonderful and heart-warming to see 

the dedication and interest of some (from both worship services) result in a 

product of many uses for 40 people.  
 

Gloria McGarvey and Cathy Elijah 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

It’s Spring again!  The tree outside my window is greening happily, and the 

birds are adorning its branches.  We will have celebrated Easter  by the time 

this goes to press.  The ULTIMATE expression of Spring, of renewal,     

rebirth, of God’s promise of eternal Spring in His presence. 
   

We also said goodbye to two of our own, celebrating their lives with us, and 

more importantly their claim to the glory of God’s promise.  Jeri O’Neill 

and Stan Weiss were both called home, knowing in their hearts as the end 

of their earthly walk drew near that their reward was just ahead, and that 

they’d be sharing that blessing with their respective loved ones who had 

preceded them.  What greater joy!  
 

We also remember in our prayers the families of John Bade (Margaret 

Drushel)  and Warren Larson (Betty Larson and Lisa Donahue) as they 

grieve for their loss.   
 

And then there are those of us who are still here – who have been left      

behind, as ‘twere.  But make no mistake.  The joy of union with our Lord   

is not reserved for our death.  It is promised to us even as we continue our 

walk here.  God walks with us, God is within us.  We are not abandoned 

and alone.  When we have suffered the “loss” of a loved one, we naturally 

grieve.  But we of Stephen Ministry are prepared to share that grief, to sit 

with you, to walk with you, to cry with you, to laugh with you.  To be as 

Christ to you. 
   

Please call and let us help.  And, of course, the death of a loved one is not 

the only occasion where our broad shoulders are available for support and 

solace.  Give us a try! 

 

God speed and have a lovely Spring. 

 

Marge Carroll 

Coordinator, Stephen Ministry 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact Ann Larson so that the list can be corrected.   
 

Ann Larson (713) 957-0972  email: larson.berg@yahoo.com 

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

18 Ann Larson 

 Samantha de León 

19 Ernest Luker 

20 Al Pivonka 

22 Margaret Drushel 

 Patrick Kilkenny 

 Lindsay Doler 

25 Mim Wignes 

 26 Leticia Cortez 

27 Benita Alvarado 

28 Ed Cooper 

29 Betty Boeker 

 Ethan Fisher 

 Georgene Schwartz 

 Jennifer Navarro 

30 Tommy Roberts 

 2 Lois Massie 

 3 Julie Yanta 

 4 Doris Anne Drosche 

 Albert Leps 

 6 Jeanette Dukleth 

 7 Michael O’Connor 

10 Bernard Hansen 

          Nairna Mira 

11 Richard Daze 

 Briando Moreno 

13 Hans Sunder 

 Sara Alanis 

14 Ricardo Maldonado 

15 David Farley 

 Herlinda Méndez 

 María Elena Sosa 

 

THANK YOU 
 

The Heavenly Quilters thank you for your support on the 2015—2016 Quilt.  

Darth Vader (Luke Appling) drew the winning ticket, Madelyn Price.     

Congratulations Madelyn! 
  

We were able to redo the bathrooms in the Annex with the generous help of 

WELCA and the Upcycled Crafty Ladies. 
 Ruby Schaper 
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DATE 

 

 

1st READING 

 

 

PSALM 

 

 

2nd READING 

 

 

GOSPEL 

 

04/03/2016 

 

Acts   

5:27-32 

 

 

150 

 
 

Revelation 

1:4-8 

 

John 

20:19-31 

 

04/10/2016 

 

Acts  

9:1-6 [7-20] 

 

 

30 

 

Revelation 

5:11-14 

 

John 

21:1-19 

 

04/17/2016 

 

Acts 

9:36-43 

 

 

23 

 

Revelation 

7:9-17 

 

John 

10:22-30  

 

04/24/2016 

 

Acts 

11:1-18 

 

 

148 

 

Revelation  

21:1-6 

 
 

John  

13:31-35 

  

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 APRIL 2016 

MARCH - 2016 

06   HCLC - Glory to God 

13   HCLC - Glory to God 

20   Al & LaVerne Pivonka 

27   Easter Lilies  

COMMUNION HELPERS 
 

We have been blessed with faithful Acolytes for many years. Although they 

are not able to be here for every service.  We are now asking for your 

help.  We are in need of Helpers to hold the pick up trays for Commun-

ion. We would need two people each week.  If the Acolytes are here, you 

would not need to serve that Sunday.  
  

If you would like to serve in this area, please contact  

Pat Boessling or Sharon Wagner.  Thank you! 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE  

FEBRUARY 2016                           
 

 

 

English Sunday services:  98 

Ash Wednesday  : 54    
 

Spanish Sunday services : 101 

Ash Wednesday  : 64 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Doris A. Drosche 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails               

are sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

FEBRUARY 2016 
    

  Receipts      $ 32,983.00        

                  Expenses       38,733.17 

                  Balance    <$   5,750.17> 
 

 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ………..    $ 63,743.00          

Expenditures year to date  …….       75,490.51 

Balance                                    < $ 11,747.51 > 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Ronald Burns 

Ed Cooper 

Clarice Gross 

Regina Hernández 

Bruce Jaster 

Ralph Lovberg 

Gloria McGarvey 

Madelyn Price 

Kent Wood 

Julie Yanta 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate in Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                   Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Ann Larson                                   President 

Warren Schick                                  Vice-President 

Sandra Williams     Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


